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OPERATIC HISTORY
IN SONNECK'S WORK

Chief of Music Division of
Congress Library Delves
Into Libretto Archives
im Writing of Vast

Collection.
By H. L. KREHBIL! '
T was a
I dents of i
Libraria; rt

Putnam,
chief of the

I musk 1§ i!
k., though native

aommon

mstitution
born, is
Americ

not

fail  of restlessness and 1Im

nee, but possesses Instead an enthu-

patic
slustic love for investigation, coupled
with an extraordinary capacity for work
and & marvellous amount of patience
Were he among the Ge win am
I d b

e Nitzfletsch. as they
call it—a property more common among
the savants of Germuny thar
etudents of mny o nat
of his knowledge and indust
come known through a number of his-
torical monographs on enrly American
music, which he has publ #t hiz oWt
expense, and it is a mat for gener
gratification that his name to
appear at intervals now above the Im

print on the titl 4 of government re-

ports. 1t appears L nd at the end of
a characteristically erudite preface of a
truly monumental "Catalogue of Opera
l.ibrettos Printed Refore 15, which has

just been lzsued. The work Is in two vol-

umes, the first of which, containing 1,172
pages, i« devoled to titles, otes, the
second, of 40 pages, ©c an Au-

thor List, Composer Ldst ;-.::-l Aria Tndex.
REMARKABLE GROWTH OF THE
COLLECTION.

Those who are Inter
know the work of the musical division of

csted In such things

the Library of O exs under the ad-
ministration of NMr tnam and Mr. 8on-
neck. Ten years ago the lbrary, In ad-
dition to a large number of theoretical
and historical works, contained 700 ful]
operatic scores; now it housesg 2,6 such

scores, besides 7,000 so-called vocal scores

that is. the volce parts, with the orches-
tral parts arrenged for planoforte. More
ramarkable than thess ltems, however, {8
tha fact that its collection of opera li-
brettos now numbers 17000, and it is to
these that the fiva volumes {ssued from
the Government Printing Office are de-
voted.

The collection is hased upon that made
by a German music dealer, Albert Schatz,
of Rostock, Germany, which was pur-
chased for the library at the instance of
Mr. Bonneck in the fill of 1808 In itself
this was one of the mont famous collec
tions in the world, and 1t has been largely
augmentad by purchase and by deposits
for copyright purposes Schaty devotod
forty years to Its accumulation, and when
it came into the hauds of the United
States government it filled thirty-six vaol-
by & neatly written
ich extremely

unes, ACCOmMPE
“"Hand-Katalog,™
helpful to M

Was
‘n preparing his
volumes. Bchatz was a merchant in Ham-
burg, who came the DUnited Biates
about 186 and spent seven years in mer-
cantile pursuity In San Francisco. 1n 1573
he went to Rdstock and hecame proprie-

Sanneck

1o

tor of & music shop. Always interested
in the subject, he neelved the idea of
writing a history of the opéra, and be

coming dissatisfied, ne every real student

must, with the inadequacy of the material

at hand, especially with the everlasting
paraphrasing by one writar of what

Predecessor had written, he determined
to gather original material on his own

Acvount. Hes collectsd {ibrettos and his
torieal memoranda until his elussdfled 't
contalned no lesa than
cording the titles of operns, names of
componers and lbrettists, place and date
of originel performances nnd fNirst repet!-
tions in other Reaching his wev-
entieth year, he realized the Impossibility
of carrying oul his purposs to write o
history of opera, so he abandored 1 and
decided 19 well his collection of Hbrettos,
which number 11240, odd  hundreds
reprasenting canintas snd aratorios

In view the fuct that 30,000 operas
huve been performed since 117, about
which time the art-form was invented,
the eollection, even with the addition of

NMLOOO titles, re-

citles

tha

he 1 ge collection

it individunl

copyright,

‘ and for s

1 in But o one fa-
thi el CAl hope 10

w i lete « ion, even

l il Jibrariang in the

their treasures, After

z collection, the iy

irg the Indet e

ged by Mr. Putnam) en-

k' of fllling Ir ¢ any

PE as ¥ (.7 | ing particular atten-

te wor of the seventeenth and
hteonth « ies, retbher than of the

¢ 1 nee a e of the eurlier
worl W mors ¥ wble and more
lik to precede one devoted to the lnter
a catal which will no doubt be
seied some day, though nothing is gald

of ti n Mr. Bonneck's preface

M Bonneck frankly points out the
weak #pots In the colleet a8 it now
%isis Herr Schitz was & zealous in
the collection of snch  lbrettos thin
in Gorman d Itn 1 pald little
wtietition to Bohemia Spanish, English
nd American productions The longe
il entigned, seems to
have asurably in the case
I it the American list

w It mmust I réermeme-

bered, however, that the time limit Is
ithe end of the clghteenth century. There
will ba a better accounting when the
ticteenth and twentieth centuries are
vached. Opera in America, as we heve
wl frequent oceaslons to remiind eare-
fes d uninformed enthusiusts, {& much
der than they think. Traces of i1 have
eon found in the early decades of the
elghteenth century, and the English type
of opera was  Industriously < itivated
the nles and stateg from 1749 to
1825, when Ttalinn opera came to coin-

with It will he found profitable
a8 well as interesting 1o review the titles
referring to them in Mr. Sonneck’s cata-

logue Conglderahle might be written
about the use of American subjects by
foreign librettists and composers, Bome

:r of these mu-

titles indicate the charact

gleal plays: “The American Adventur-
erg,”” ""The American Indian,” "“L'Amer-

va In Europa' (an Itallan ballet),
“1Amerleane” (set by  Pleeinnf), “The
‘herokee' (set by Stephen Storace) "“Co-

ibus; or a World Discovered,” “The
F American’ (for which Thomas
Carter wrote the music and which was
produced at Drury Lane, London, on
My 18, 1752), “La Famille Americaine,”
words by “(Citoyen Boullly" (who wrote
the French libretto on which “Fidello™
is based), musiec by “Cltoyen Dalayrac™;
‘e Huron,” *“GI' Inglesl in Ameriea
fa hallet), None of these titles, however,
pique curlogity as much as does a Ger-

Qicar G. TONNECK,
Cwier o rrE DiViSion

ar frsC,
LIBCARY or CONGELESS
man “play with musie,” entitled *“Po-
cahontas,” printed in Jumestown, Va,,
in 1874, and the same yvear o Ansbach,
Garmansy Schate names & Johann Wil-
helm  Hose as the author of the words,

but did not learn who wrote the music,
Bonneck gquotes in German the followlng

remarks from the preface: “This play
has laln louker than Horace demanded
In the desk of the author, who wrotse

It thirtesn yeurs ago to please s friend.
Thut the suvage malden Kpenlas wittlly
with surprise no one who knows, from

promineni trait in the character of the
women of Virginia.'

Here are somne notes on operas the
books of which were reprinted in Amer
jen on the oveasions of thelr perform-
ance here:

“The Dead Alive; or, The Doubls
Funeral.” A comiec opers in two acts

with additions and ; Asa per-
formed by the Old Company
in New York with universal applause

With an

By John O'Keefe i ne-
eount of the authar, New York, prin
by Hodge, Allen & Camphell 1784,
(I'his i a reprint of the lhretto of an

opera for which Samuel Arnold wrote
the musgle, which was originally pro-
duced at the Haovmarket, London, on
Bepie o4, 17589, The performanca
here v the erd of the yvear shows
how close the theatres of London and
New York were at the time. )

“The Deserte A comle apera fn two
nets, as pertormed at the Theatre, New
York, with universal applause. By Mr.
. Dibdin, New York, Samuel Camphell
1787, (This wias the Engllsh version o
Monrigny's “Le Dégerteur,” which had
itg first American representation on Tune
%, 1757, In London Monsigny's author-
ship was recorded nnd It was noted that
there wae additionn] music by Philidor
and Ditdin. New YorKers were left to
magling that all the music enme from
Idhdin)
The

opsra In
unive

Lord of thae Manor” a comie |
three acte, 18 performed with
applatse by  the Amerlean

Philadelphia, H. Taylor, 1791

{An enrller odition, “as ‘I was per-
formed nt the Theat Royal, Drury
Lane,* was printed by Willlam Spote-
wood In 15750 The date of the first
Ameriean performance hits not heen dis-
o vared. )

Lave A romle opers
written by ff, as performed
at the Ne in Philadelphio.
("T'his ope orite In = « p
wis o pasiicelo, s musie belnz drawn
from the works of a Jdozen composers,
among themn Arne, Boyee, Carey (who
wiote “(lod Save the King'), Galuppi,
Geminiani, Giardinl, Hun and larry
(E] i Who In f St. Pal-
rick was Larry Groza

A taboo rested on the drama amnd opera
(then more connected than they
are now) In Hosten for & long time nfh-r'
these forms of entertalnment were popu-
lar In New York, Philadelphia, Baltimors,
Richmond, Charleston and other elties,
Lut even Boston ls represented among the
reprints of English librettos. We note

closely

“Tha Spoil'd Child. A farce In two acts,
as performed nt the Theatre In Boston
First American edition Boston, Thomas
Hall, 179%6."" The musical play had been

performed in Baltimore, Bilckerstaffa Wi |

the author of the book

OPERAS THAT WERE WRITTEN
IN AMERICA,

The interesting records in the |
catalogus for the champions of Ameri
cun opern are those giving tnformuation |
uhout the works which were written and
composad In this country. This Il¢t I not
long and might be extended by appesl to

to put a stop sible) to the foolish
and pernicious fee of searching of
supposad hidden treasure. Thess terms,
they nre, 1 have with relue 100

‘ to submit to, T am therefore

in vindleatlon of mv conduct, to

1l prubilic thint the story is

wed o matter of fact, tronsacted
neir this city, not long since, and recent |
in the memory of thousands: for the
| truth of which assertion | appeal to

maost

about 00 librettos acquired by the library Captaln Smith's travel, that wit was A | private mourses, but we ars hers con-

-

._I:

fined to the Library's catalogue. Here is
the title page of what Mr. Sonneck calls
the first Amerlcan opera: * "The Disap-
pointment; or the Foree of Credulity.” A
new American comie opera, of two aoti.
By Andrew Esq.. New York,
printed In the wvear 1767 Of thia opera

Barton,

Mr. Bonneck suays:

s first American ballad opera |
v alrs Indicated by title .

kee Doodle”) was to have heen first
#1 by the Ame 1 ‘ompany at

with
“Alr

Indelphla on April ~ but It was
withdrawn, “personal r tlons”" render-
ing it “unfit for the stage' "The Dis-

appolntment” is sometimes attributed to
Thomas Forrest or to John Leacock, but
the evidence is not sound,

Mr

Sonneck also makes room in the
wiuoe for four lines from tha epi-
wvnd an extract from the prefacs as

follows:

Tho'
i

jstant far, from fam'd Britania's

Wh vomic scenes ecall cynics forth to

Our artlesy muse hath mads her first
PrER
T inst

plin}

following local pisce intitled (The

i itment, or the Foree of Credul-
fty) was originally wrote for my own and
Lh wiusement of a4 few  particular
fri 5, who (unknown to me) were
I to signify their approbation of
t such a nuer that it soon en-

the chief part of the conversa-

e, who expressed
d have It pub-
minstances, I

| ranks of peo

!

AS  ETenLly i 1088 ww Lo ]-ru-'Pi'd
I did not ch fas | 2aw no merit in
it) to expose it to the eriticlam of erit-
feks, to put It in the power of gentlemen
=i in sehlastick knowledge to ridiculs
my ignorance, or condescend to the en
treaties of those who I thought had no
Tor enge than mysell, and who might
(perhaps) huve | it hetter than it
e « of my own inability

124 myself w all;

n I persisted for

1or my ow Balety
and eurrender
gtipulntions: Flrst. the

drainativ

compositions in
torrent of solici-

i quarters; thirdly, the
necessity of ontrib g to the enter-
tainment of the city; fourthly and lastly,

numbers of my flellow cltizens

AN AMERICAN BALLAD OPERA |

OF 1790.

Another opera with text written by an
American was *““The Reconciliation,

The Triumph of Nature,” a comle opera

In two nets, by Peter Markoe, published
at Phil hin In 17 by Prichard &
Hall, This was a ballnd opera bawed on

ruct and pleasa you with a modern |

or, |
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Ta German p Erastus Thi
2 dedication re
* “To His E Thomas MIifin,
Esiq.. President of the State of Pennsyi
vania; and to the Honorable Thomas
M'Kean, Chief Justlee of the said State;
x this comle opera dapproved of by them in
3} thelr official capacity according to law,

bt withdrawn fromn the managers of the
theatre, after It had remained in thelr
hands more than four months, Is
{nscribed.” Evldently authora and
agers had the same troubles
AE0 A8 NOW.

A woman alse shows
ploneer American lbrett
she wera alive now, would In great
lihood be found among the sulfragists,
for she writes a political opera
in Alglers: or, A Struggle for
A play, orepersnd with songs, in

man-
-1

159 yeaf

up among these

who, 1If

sts, one

AT
Freedl

acts, by Mre. Rowson, As performed at
the New Theatres, In Philadelphin and
Baltimore. Philadelphla, Printed for the
Author, 178." This appears not to have

been an opera strictly speaking, but, as
the title page says, a play with songs. It
was firat performed In Philadelphia at
the New Theatre, December 22, 1704

Thae musie was composed by Alexander
Reinagle, one of a number of English
muglciang who were extremely Influential
in New York and Philadelphia In the
last yvears of the elghteenth and the first
of the nineteenth centuries. Ha came of
a family of musiclans, and his nephew,
Alexander Robert Relnagle, composed tha
psalm- tune known in the hymnals at "85t
Peter's."

Finally we reach “Darby’'s Heturn. A
comlo mketeh, as performed at the Thea-
ter {n this Clty, with universal appluuse.”
This opera was written In 1789 by Will-
fam Dunlap and brought forward on No-

vember 24, 1780,

‘A FORTNIGHT MORE
AT METROPOLITAN

| Special Gala Performance Tues-
day Evening to Include Acts
from Four Operas.

“Hiinsel and Gretel” and Pagliacel”
will open the last week but ons of the
Metropolitan  opera season to-morrow
night., Tha former opera will
by Mmes. Mattfeld, Alten, Homer, ('ox
and Braslau and Mr. Goritz, Mr. Hertz
conducting, and the latter opera by Miss
Rorl and Messrs, Caruso, Amnto, Heschi-
glian and Bada, Mr, Polacco conducting,

A special gala performance will be
g'ven on Tuesday evening, the programme

be sung

wWing: “ILa Traviata” (Act 1), with
Mme., Hempel and Mr. Cristalli, M

Polaceo conducting: “"Madama Butterily™
(Act 1I), with Miss Farrar, Mme,
Fornia and Mr. Scottl, Mr. Toscunini
conducting: “Lohengrin’ (Act 1), with
Mmes, Gadskl and Homer and Messrs,
Jorn, Well, Witherspoon and Schlegel,

Mr. Hertz conducting; “lLa Hoheme (Act
I, with Mme. Alda and Messrs, Caruso,
l;i:ll_\', De Beguroln, Pini-Corsli and Ana-
ulan, Mr, Polacco conducting.

The other operas of the week will be

“Tannhiluser,” on Wednesday evening
| (lust  time  this  xeason), with Mmes
l Gadakl, Fremstad and  Hparkes  and

L

g
I Herg tin the titls
[ ), ‘Well, 4 Witk won  nnd
E4] 1, Mr. Hertz conducting.
an  Thursday evening. with
Wl Destin Ober and Sparkes and
Messrs, Caruzo, Glily, Hothier, Rossi and
Bads, Mr. Toscanind conducting
L'Amore Medico” and *!l SBegretn di
Suzunn on ¥ v evening (last time
tils seasor the [ormer opera sung by
Misgs  Hori, Mme Alten and Messrs,

Cristalll, Pint-Corsi, Rothier, De Segurola,
Badn 1 Ananian, Mr
conducting; the latter with
and Mesars, Scottl and Bada,
v conducting.

Konlgshinder,” on Saturday after-
noon (last time thia season), with Miss
Fariar, Mmes rila, Mattfeld and
Robeson and Messrs, Jorn, Goritz, Relss,
Ruyedael and Lepnhardt, Mr. Hertz con-

ducting

" Mugie Flute,” at popular prices,
on  Soturdoay e ng (last time this
senxon), with Mmes. Destinn, Hempel
and Alten and Mesers. Berger (first time
here as Tar o), Relss, Leonhardt (first

thma here as Papegeno), Witherspoon and
I, Mr. Morgenstern conducting.

Sleg
Mischa Flman, the Russian violinist,
will play at to-night's opera concert
Tschalkowsky's in D major,
with orchestra, and several morceaux by
Several artists

concerto

Cottenet and Wilenlawski.

of the company will sing, and the or-
chestra will play under the divection of
Adolf Rothmeyer.

“NATOMA” TO END
CENTURY’S SEASON

Last of Thirty-one Weeks of
Opera in English To Be De-
voted to Herbert's Work.

The Century Opera Company ends

its

first season with the coming week’'s per-
for: s of Victpr Herbert's “Natoma."
The season, which was to have consisted

been shortened
to Lthirty-one in order, it Is aunounced, to
afford suffclient time for the alterations
which are to be made in the opera house,

These alterations are belng made for

ve wecks, has

the purpoge of adding a thousand seats
to the present capacity of the bullding.
The architect=s and contractors, after pre-
sontd the plans for the alterations,
fou necessary to begin work at once
in order to insure positively the opening
of the second season of the Century Opera
Company, which has been announced for

September 14, .

The open performance of “Natoma'
will bg sung to-morrow night, Instead of
the customary Tuesda There will be
cight performances of the opera, Including
the popular Wednesday and Saturday
matinees, with the last performance on
saturdny night

Those who will sing In the opening per-
formauce will be Helen Stanley as Na-
toma and Oeville Harrold ns Lieutenant !
Paul Merrlll,  Thomas Chalmers will be
the Alvarado, Gllbert Wilson the Don

Francisco and Alfred Waufman the Father

Peralta. The José Castro will be sung by
Frank Prelsch, who ereated this role
when It was first sung by the Chlcago-

Philadelphin Opera Company

Lals Kwell 1

Ty,
Rﬂc.t':.'ﬂ._z,‘r.e

& CARNDQLE
o \ T AL ¢
PWalter Wheatley and Jean Theslof wil
be the allernating artiste. Othets in the
cagt will be el Ada Loviis
Y Angelo, G te and KFlo-
rence ough will lead
in the festival dances. M condrel wili
comtuct and the production wer the
dion of Lulgi Albert
The cosncert Lo 1 ofle v Number
of popular arias from “I1 Trovators” and
“Taust
Lefs Bwell, Kathleen Howard, Henry
Tavior and Louis D'Angelo will sing the
tower und prison scencs | n “H Trova-
Lors The garden scene from “Fayst”
will e ziven with Beotrice La Palme as
Margu te, Walter Whentley as Faust,
Iathleen wiurd as Siehel, Alfred Kayt-
man a5 Mephistopheles and Loulse Hauss-
mann as Murtisa Louis Kreldler will ba

heard in the prologue from I Paghacel,”
while Miss La Palme will sing the “Bird
nd Morgan Kingston will give
the “Rill, Pagliacelo” ara from the same
opera

The orchestra will the evening’s
with overture from
“Dinorah The bacchanale from “Sam
and Delilah” first and sceond
intermeozzos from “The Jewels of the Ma
donna” and the dance of the hours from
“La Gloconda™ will other numbers
played by the orchestra MAL Nicosia
and Pasternack will conduct with Mr
Colling ‘at the plano

SOME INTERESTING
CONCERTS ON LIST

Song”’

apen
entertainment tha

s0n tha

bha

Miss Cheatham and Mr. Hofmann
Are Among Those Booked
for Recitals This Week.

Miss Kitty Cheatham’s annual La
recital will take place at the lLyveeu
Theatra to-morrow afternoon. Tl will

be Migs Cheatham's last recital this sens

son, hefore salling for LEuropean esnguze

ments, Sweden contributes an old sags
Mozart, Schumann and IMTans Hermg
chronologieally represent Garmany, ani
Moussorgeky's children’s songa show that
Russian in an  Interesting light An
eighteenth century minuet and a group
children's songs of old France will be ar

on tha harp by Charles 8
xeerpts from Kipling's “Just
(musgic by Edward Gern
a Macleod's short leg
resent Britain. The sccond
of the programine will be devoted ent
to the old negro songs and storles. Son
by Ethelbert Nevin, Mary Livingst
Chase and John Alden Carpenter, with
traditional nursery rhymes, ars the other
American contributions.

On Tuesday evening Miss Maris Allona,
a voung soprane, will glve a recital In
Aeolian Hall. She will elng songs by
Pergolest, Bach, Gluek, Schumann, Pasch,
Backer-Grondahl, Jérnefelt, Bassl, Puc-
eini, Rentsehitsky, Engelhardt, Ryder and
Clough-Lelghter

A recital of far more than ordinary in-
terest will oocur in Carnegle Hall on Fri-
day afternoon, when Josef IHofmann and
Mischa Elman will appear together, pla!
Ing jointly the César Franck Bonata In A
mijor and the RBesthoven “Kreutzer
Sonata,” Mr. Hofmann will also play &
Liszt group and Mr. Elman a number of
short selections. 'This occasion will mars
the season's farewell of these two artists

The fourth and last private concert of
the Manuscript SBociety of New York will

CCMPAY
rado.

Storjes"’

=0

one of

Cireat

take place at the Natlonal Arts (lub
Gramercy Park, on the same evening. Of
special Interest will be the first publ

performmnce of plano works by the blind
composers, Johin & Van Cleve and Will
fam F. Fuhrmeigter, Catherine Conwal

soprano, and Mrs. Ilarold Eaton Rieg
ger, contralto, will sing four momng= 1

Wallingford Riegger: a string quartel
movement by Rlegger will be performed
by Messrs, Kaufman, Kllenyl and Rieg
ger: two violin pleces by John Adam
Hugo will be played by Roland Eduard
Meyer, and a “Scnata Finlandia' for
‘cello, by G. O. Hornberger, will L= pe

formed by the with Ilenrsy
Kock-Deck at the plano.

It I8 expected thut cne «
concerts 1o take place In C
this season will be that for the benefit
the Goerman Home, Hobok
N. J. Tuis concert will take place on =i
urdiay evening, The Arion and Liederkra
gocletles have glven thelr gervices, an
Mme. Julia Culp will be the soluist

This concert, while under the patro
age of such well known Germans as the
amnbassador, the consul general and ol
is {n charge of the Rev, le
Bruchner, pastor of the German Sei
The Arion Soclety will be ur
the divection of Richard Trunk,
Arthur Claassen will conduct the l.lede

composer,

f the Jurgest

irnegle Hal

Sallors’

ers,
n
Church, 1¢
wh

Krane

The Cincinnati Festival.

The officlal announcement of the twen
ty-first Lienninl festival of the Cinciu
natl May Musical Festival Association
brings intelligence that the meeting wit
be held Musice Hall of that cit}
| on May 0, 6, 7. 5 and & The conductor
of the festival will be Dr, Ernst hun
winld, who bas won great popularity b
his directien of the Clpcinnuetl Sym
phony Orchestra during the last year
For the frst time in the history of the
will perform all the

in the

| fostivals this body
| instramental music.  The solo singers
| will ha Alma Gluek and Florenee Hin
Kle, soprancs: Scehumann-Helnk and Mar-

Contiowed BHE e



